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What mark will you 
leave?

A Message from Philippians
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Philippians 3:1-10 
1 Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble 
for me to write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for 
you. 2 Watch out for those dogs, those evildoers, those mutilators of 
the flesh. 3 For it is we who are the circumcision, we who serve God 
by his Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in 
the flesh— 4 though I myself have reasons for such confidence.
    If others think they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I 
have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, 
of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a 
Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness 
based on the law, faultless.
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    7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake 
of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss because of 
the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose 
sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own 
that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—
the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I 
want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and 
participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and 
so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.
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 1 Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! It is 
no trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and 
it is a safeguard for you. 2 Watch out for those dogs, those 
evildoers, those mutilators of the flesh. 3 For it is we who are 
the circumcision, we who serve God by his Spirit, who boast 
in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh.
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THE CHALLENGES of Paul:
1.  Stop seeking selfish gain!
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4...though I myself have reasons for such confidence.  If 
others think they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, 
I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people 
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in 
regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the 
church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless.
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Excerpt from the Ancient Jewish Mishnah (oral tradition)

“At five years old [one is fit] for the Scripture, at ten years the 
Mishnah, at thirteen for the fulfilling of the commandments, at 
fifteen the Talmud (making Rabbinic interpretations), at 
eighteen the bride-chamber, at twenty pursuing a vocation, at 
thirty for authority (able to teach others)”
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Jewish Education System

Birth All males are born with the hope that he might 
become a Rabbi or a Pharisee.

Age 4 All children study and memorize Torah at Beth 
Sefer or elementary school

Age 13
Excellent pupils move onto Beth Midrash or 

secondary school, while the rest learn the family 
bussiness.

Age 18
The best of the best move onto study under a rabbi 
as a talmid (disciple).  The talmid’s job is to learn the 

rabbi’s yoke or interpretation of Torah.

Adult
The best talmids become rabbis or Pharisees 

themselves.  Their hope is now their yoke will be 
carried on for generations to come.
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Jewish Education System Our Education System

Birth All males are born with the hope that 
he might become a Rabbi or a Pharisee.

All children are born with the hope that 
they might achieve the American Dream

Age 4 All children study and memorize Torah 
at Beth Sefer or elementary school

All children go to elementary school.  
Some are GATE identified and placed in 

special classes.

Age 13
Excellent pupils move onto Beth 

Midrash or secondary school, while the 
rest learn the family bussiness.

Excellent pupils take College prep, 
honors, and AP classes, while the rest 

take vocational classes.

Age 18

The best of the best move out to study 
under a rabbi as a talmid (disciple).  The 
talmid’s job is to learn the rabbi’s yoke 

or interpretation of Torah.

The best of the best move out to study 
under a specific University.  The hope is 

to leave with a diploma of that 
University.

Adult

The best talmids become rabbis or 
Pharisees themselves.  Their hope is 
now their yoke will be carried on for 

generations to come.

The best graduates become Researchers 
or Scholars themselves.  Their hope is 
that their published papers would last 

for generations to come
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4...though I myself have reasons for such confidence.  If 
others think they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, 
I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people 
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in 
regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the 
church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless.
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7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss 
for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider 
everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I 
have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I 
may gain Christ
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“For to me to live is Christ 
and to die is gain”

                                -Philippians 1:21
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“For to me to live is        ???       
and to die is gain”
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THE CHALLENGES of Paul:
1.  Stop seeking selfish gain!

2.  Stop living for worthless things!
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10 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of 
his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, 
attaining to the resurrection from the dead.

19



THE CHALLENGES of Paul:
1.  Stop seeking selfish gain!

2.  Stop living for worthless things!
3.  Live out the power of Christ resurrection!
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What kind of legacy do 
you want to leave?
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